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 Pearley Long Yelverston was born and raised in Kittrell, North Carolina as the middle 
to oldest daughter of  Joe and Sallie Long. Her foundation of  faith, service, and hard work was 
formed at an early age. 
 Pearley is the longest living breast cancer survivor in Durham, having been diagnosed at 
29 years of  age. Since that time she has become an advocate and an ambassador for Black women 
and their families with this diagnosis. A pillar in Durham, North Carolina, she has supported 
many organizations, groups and individuals with her
compassionate service.
 She and her late husband, Clarence were married for over forty years before he passed. 
She and her “Boo” bore four children, Clarence Jr., Grear, Bernard, and Nikki. Pearly is the 
proud grandmother of  Jordyn.

PEARLEY IS AN IDEAL SPEAKER FOR: 
Women’s groups, book clubs, Bible studies, 
motherhood groups, health advocacy groups.

BOOK SYNOPIS: When hardships threaten to tear her life apart, a 
woman must embrace her pearls of  wisdom in order to endure. Buckle your 
seatbelt and ride with Pearley Long Yelverton as she shares the “pearls” of  
wisdom she has gathered along the way. Learn about lessons from being 
diagnosed with breast cancer at 29, living with Epilepsy in remission, 
raising a family, losing a child, and becoming a widow. 
 This memoir is a testament to God’s purpose and intentionality 
through life’s highs and lows. Pearley reminds you that hard moments 
don’t last forever. She encourages you to keep your faith, embrace new 
beginnings, and believe that all things are possible with God. Gather your 
own pearls of  wisdom and hold them tightly. Pearley’s Pearls will help you 
stay on your road of  faith.
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SAMPLE SPEAKING TOPICS:
• Breast Cancer Survivorship
• Epilepsy Survivorship
• Servant Leadership
• Faith


